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OPEN DAY IN THE SUNSHINE…

IN THIS ISSUE

Warm Winter Greetings!
by Ian Hirst

This is the first of hopefully a quarterly
newsletter to keep everybody up to date
with things going on behind the magic door
on East Dulwich Grove.
We have recently hit the amazing number of
230 adult members and 134 junior members
– a good indication of the robust heath of the
club and a testament to the hard work by
Gary, Peter and the team in getting the club
grounds so lovely!
Grace does a great job of tracking the
membership numbers and we are conscious
that we need to get the right balance of a
thriving club, with ensuring that courts are
available for everybody.
With so many new members, however, we
are keen to keep communication up – so this
newsletter is just one way we will be aiming
to keep you informed! I hope you find it
useful – and if feedback is positive, we will try
and make it a quarterly event.
If you have any comments about the
newsletter or especially if you would like to
contribute an article in the spring edition,
then please let me know!
ian@greenbankltd.com

Wimbledon Draw
A quick reminder – please click on the link
below to check whether you have opted in for
Wimbledon tickets. The more members who
do opt in, the more tickets we get!
Click here to check
A check last week showed only half of club's
current members have opted in…

Tournament Results
The full list of winners…

WAYS TO PLAY!
Adult social tennis: Just turn up &
Play
Evenings, Wednesday (6.30pm) and Friday
(7pm)
Daytime, Friday (10am) and Sunday (9am)

Ladder: Friendly, competitive singles
Unisex singles ladders run throughout the year.
– see current table later in this newsletter

Cardio tennis: Great for getting rid of
Friday excesses – just turn up!
Saturday 12.15 – 13.15

Member Focus
An interview with Albert, without whom our nets would
never be the right height….
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An Interview with
Albert
by Maish Ernst

Our veteran club member, Albert
Lester turned 90 on 23rd October!!
I went to interview him at home to
find out about his 31 years
membership at North Dulwich
Tennis Club.

Can you describe how the club
was in those days?
It was a very active friendly club with
a busy bar.
On a Sunday morning, it was so
busy, you couldn’t just turn up and
play. You had to get a number and
hang it on a board and wait until
there was a free court and it was
your turn.

What are the most noticeable
changes in the club today?
The club has gone back to being very
busy and active how it used to be.
We had all sand courts then and we
had some difficult years. Now we
have all-weather courts and
floodlighting and active social
participation. The only thing that
has not changed is the grotty
clubhouse! The kitchen and toilets
have improved, but more needs to
be done on the ceiling and the rest of
the clubhouse.

Do you have any special
memories of the past?
I remember big rows in committee
meetings. I was in charge of
maintenance. My main grouse was
security. There was no lock on the
gate and people could get in from all
sides. Every now and again, I was
called out to repair doors when

vandals had broken in and stolen
alcohol from the bar and a lot of
money was lost, The club used to
make good profit from the bar which
was eventually closed. The bar was
named after a club member who
donated the money for it. He was
the agent for Porsche cars. I also
have enjoyed making the net
measuring sticks for the courts over
the years.

7th edition of one of these was
republished this year. How do
manage it all?

When did you first start
playing tennis?

What message do you have for
the new members, young and
older who join the club now?

When I was about 19/20 and still
living in Rhodesia. Apart from being
a member of North Dulwich, I also
joined Old College in 1993 after I
retired, and I play there 3 times a
week, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Fridays. On Sundays, I play at North
Dulwich

What would you say is your
secret in continuing to play
tennis all these years?
I quite like it. Members of both clubs
are kind enough to still play with me.
I don’t drink and don’t smoke.

Are you still working? As far as
I am aware, you have
published a number of books
on Project Management and a

My books are used a text books at
university. I was surprised when
asked to edit and update one of my
books in Project Management
Planning and Control. It was been a
best selling title. I still read a lot of
technical journals.

The important thing is to keep going
on living as long as you can, keep
your mind active and exercise.
Also, do what you can to improve
the clubhouse because this will make
a big difference in the future!

DID YOU KNOW?
For many years, Albert has created the
handcrafted net measuring sticks (I am sure
there is a more technical term here..) that
proudly hang on each of the courts.
Even with the constant risk of damage by
Laura’s 130mph first serves, they have stood
the test of time pretty well…
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Junior News
by Rebecca Evanson 07966 577589

All Juniors are welcome to come and join in
'Junior match practice' on Friday evenings
5.30 - 7pm during term time. All Courts are
booked out for the Juniors and they can play
matches or just get some practice in. Juniors
under 14yrs need adult supervision. Just turn
up or join the Whats app group to check
who's turning up on the evening.

local clubs and any matches played are
recorded via the LTA and will contribute to a
Juniors rating. These are friendly matches
and need parents to attend, we also need
parents to act as Team Captains to organise
matches with other club team captains so
please consider if this is something you can
do.

Junior Leagues
Throughout the year there are local and
national events that Juniors can take part in.
The Surrey leagues take place in winter and
summer, Teams of Juniors play teams from

For older Juniors (aged 11-14yrs) we enter
the national 'Road to Wimbledon'
tournament - Juniors will play other Juniors
in the club and the winning boy and girl will
go through to County finals and if successful
will play the finals at Wimbledon.

The Annual Junior event to look forward to is
the 'Club Junior Tournament' held every
June. It's a great day and the winners of
matches held during coaching in the
preceding weeks play finals and semi finals
on the day.
There are trophies for the winners and
medals for all who play on the day, there is a
Barbeque and bar and it's a lovely family day
out, and even if your Junior isn't playing on
the day we love them to come along and
support their peers.

PICTURES FROM OUR ARCHIVE…..

Courts 3 and 4
only a few years
ago, with the
moss winning in
straight sets….
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Team Update
The club runs several teams in various Surrey and Southwark League Competitions and this provides a great opportunity to play competitive and
(mostly!) friendly doubles against new people. If you want to get involved, simple contact the captain of the team!

Team

League

Captain

Email Address

Men’s Doubles

Surrey & Aegon

Gerry Howell

gezhowell@hotmail.com

Men’s Doubles

Southwark

Chris Turnbull

chris@turnbullgrey.co.uk

Women’s Doubles

Surrey

Kirsty Sanders

kirstysanders2003@yahoo.co.uk

Woman’s Doubles / Singles

Aegon

Karla Pappon

karlapappon@gmail.com

Mixed Doubles

Southwark

Laura Ansell

laura.ansell@gmail.com

Mixed Doubles

Surrey

Karla Pappon

karlapappon@gmail.com

Men’s Over 55 Doubles

Surrey

Ian Hirst

ian@greenbankltd.com

The last season finished in September, with overall some great results and near misses….see below for a quick review!

Surrey Men’s:

The team continued its
climb up the Surrey League system with
some sterling performances led by the
Howell bros, and their merry band of men..

Men’s Doubles Southwark
League:
In an unprecedented turn of events North
Dulwich stumbled to glorious victory!
This season, when the call went out, the
players came; we scraped together enough
brave and hardy souls to make the teams,
which in itself is victory of sorts. Clearly the
best tactic to employ to win the most games
and thus secure the top slot in the league,
was to give no mercy to Honor Oak (8-0), do
our best against Camber (5-3) and avoid
playing the usual champions Southwark and
Old College. We dodged the Southwark
bullet, but held on to our pride with a 5-3 loss
to Old College. Edward Alleyn’s failed to
come up with a team in time and the rest is
legend to be written in permanent marker
pen on the clubhouse wall.
Thank you and congratulations to everyone
who played. If you would like to play in the
matches, enjoy the adoration of your fellow
club members, drink from the cup of victory
and have a bit of cake afterwards then please
get in touch with Chris!

Surrey Women:

The women's team in
the Surrey league came second in the
summer 2017 season (equal points, but lower

percentage of games won), so we'll be
moving up one place. We won both the
summer and winter 2016 seasons, so moved
up two places for each. Great commitment
from all our players and our post-match
refreshments at home are second to none!
Karla makes a mean quiche….

Aegon Women: this was our first
season in the competition and quite a
learning curve for us as you are required to
play singles and doubles. We came in 4th
place, which means we are staying in the
same division (at least for the time being, but
looking for better performance next
season).

Surrey Mixed Doubles:

it was an
unusual season for the mixed doubles.
Two teams withdrew and we end up
playing only a few matches and very late
in the year, being the last one played just
two weeks ago.
Unfortunately, we lost that match in a tie
break (10-8). What we didn't know was
that by losing the tie break we also
missed the chance to be the winners.
Never mind, we still came in 2nd place
and moved up a division.

Surrey Men’s 55+:

So – it would
be lovely to say that this was a mixed
season for us, but unfortunately ‘mixed’ is a
term we can only aspire to...

Frankly we are at a loss (which interestingly is
how each of our games ended up…) – with
the talent on offer to us (Ian, Stevie B, YenLin, The 2 Andys, Charlie, Richard ‘Richie’
Richie, Chairman Mark and the elusive
Maish) we know we should have romped
home against opponents who were not only
less naturally agile than us, but also on
average about 3o years older…however it
was not to be – our plan for next year is to
give them the beer before they play. We have
also started to learn how to actually play
doubles under the wise tutorage of Matt. So
watch out Surrey Vets for next season!
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Meet the Committee!
The Committee are all volunteers, offering their time and energy in keeping the club going for everybody – so, especially for those of you new to the
club, here they are!

Chairman
Mark

Gerry - The
Money
Man

Peter Secretary &
Head
Coach

Grace Members
and Web

Karla Comps &
Leagues

Keith

Kirsty Social
Events

Linda Welfare

Gary Makes the
club a
lovely place
to be!

Rebecca Juniors

This could
be you!

Ian Marketing
& Comms
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2017 Tournament
by Karla Pappon

Mixed doubles

This was the fourth year we have
run the championship and it was
great to see an increase in the
number of competitors. Very good
fun and some great matches to
watch!

Winners: Laura Ansell and Paul Miles
Runners up: Simon Gane and Karla Pappon

The finals were on 23 September
and threw up some new winners
and some amazingly close
matches…
Results as follows:

Men's singles

Ladies singles

Winner: Ian Poole

Winner: Olga Bohuszewicz

Runner up: Ben Howell

Runner up: Jo Morris

Men's doubles

Ladies doubles

Winners: Ian Poole and John Selby

Winners (again!): Laura Ansell and Jo

Runners up: Ben and Gerry Howell

Morris
Runners up: Sarah Bell and Karla Pappon

PICTURES FROM OUR ARCHIVE…..

A view from the air before courts 3 and 4 were renovated!
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Ladder Update
As you hopefully know there is a friendly-yetcompetitive ongoing and on-line singles
ladder, which all adult members are welcome
to join. All we ask is that you try and play
your games if you are challenged.

The Main Rules:
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

Each match best of 15 games – so
playable in 1 hour

The ladder admin is Karla karlapappon@gmail.com if you have any
questions or want to add yourself to the
system

Current Top 30
#1

Ben Howell

#2

Dave Hill

#3

Tom Kendall

#4

Gerry Howell

#5

Nick Frankland

If your challenge is successful, you will
take the spot of the person you
challenged, and your opponent will be
bumped down 1 spot.

#6

Harry Collins

#7

Ian Hirst

#8

Jack Davies

If you hold a wildcard, you may
challenge anyone above you. The
wildcard rules are beyond me, but give it
a try and it might work!

#9

Olga Bohuszewicz

#10

Zac Campbell

#11

Simon Gane

#12

Tom Heywood

#13

Matt Edwards

#14

Foon Tse

#15

Rory MacFarlane

#16

Will MacFarlane

You may issue 1 challenge at a time
You may challenge up to 4 spots above
or even below (if you are feeling really
cocky and want to reinforce your tennis
superiority with a friend…)

If challenged, you will have 3 days to
"Accept" or "Deny" the challenge or the
challenge will be considered a "forfeit"
and the challenger will be granted the
win.
By accepting a challenge, you agree to
play the challenge within 15 days after
the date of acceptance.

#17

Yukki Palace

#18

Jo Morris

#19

Andy Moys

#20

Andy Carter

#21

Matt Peacock

#22

Francesca Lewis

#23

Wei Sun

#24

Karla Pappon

#25

Charles Doyle

#26

Krista Hind

#27

Pedro Corvo

#28

Chris Holguin

#29

Richard Ritchie

#30

Louis Flood

So – as you can see here – some people have
perhaps been fortuitous and have been overpromoted (see place 7…) – so plenty of
opportunities!!
More info at
http://app.tennisrungs.com/Ladders/Rankings/
30641611

Upcoming Events
AGM

Men’s Doubles
Tournament

Ladies’ Doubles
Tournament

Bananagram

Sunday, 4 Feb
1:30pm

Saturday, 17 Mar
5pm

Saturday, 24 Mar
5pm

Saturday, 28th April
7pm
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Club House Project
by The Development Committee

Albert is not the only member who realizes that our lovely courts
and grounds are not fully backed up by the environment of the club
house. We all know that it needs a full overhaul, but as any of you
with experience in house renovation will know, this is going to be a
very expensive task – costing several hundred thousand pounds,
depending on the route we take.
However – we are committed to taking the first strides and have
been working with one of our members, James Bell, from MSMR
Architects to help scope some options.
James has worked hard at coming up with 3 ideas – from the
pragmatic patching up of the current club house to a full
replacement.
If we are going to bid successfully for funding, the first step is
agreeing a clear vision for the club house – how we want to use it, how it should support our community values (links with schools), and meet the
needs of all our members. This will help us create a compelling pitch for potential funders which will need to include some clear sub-projects whichever route we take, we will need to adopt a piece-by-piece approach, unless we can somehow attract some Premier League billionaires!
We want to involve all of you – both in the decision as to the vision for the clubhouse and, hopefully in the fund-raising exercise that will follow it. So
keep your eyes out in the new year for display stands in the clubhouse of the options we are considering so you can give your views…

8

